flesh of man is so Wind that he does not consider him-
self to be in sin, or he cares not that he is in sin,
which is the hardihood of the Devil. The other kind
of malice is, when a man wars against the truth,
knowing that it is truth. Also, when he wars against
the grace that God lias given to his neighbour; and
all this is envy. Certainly, then, envy is the worst sin
there is, For truly, all other sins are sometime against
only one special vnt ue; but truly, envy is against all
virtues and against all goodnesses; for it is sorry for
all the virtues of its neighbour; and in this way it
differs from all other sins. For hardly is there any sin
that has not some delight in itself, save only envy,
which ever has of its .elf but anguish and sorrow. The
kinds of envy are these: there is, first, sorrow Co-
other men's goodness and prosperity; and prosperity
being naturally a thing for joy, then envy is a sin
against nature. The second kind of envy is joy in
other men's harm; and this is naturally like the
Devil, who always xejoices in man's harm. From these
two species comes backbiting; and this sin of back-
biting, or detraction, has certain forms, as thus. A
man praises his neighbour with a wicked intention,
for he puts always a. wicked twist into it at the end.
Always he puts a "twit" in at the end, which implies
more blame than all the praise is worth. The second
form is, when a man is good and does or says a thing
to good intent, the "backbiter turns all this goodness
upside-down to his own evil end. The third is, to
belittle the goodness of a neighbour. The fourth
form of backbiting 2s this: that if a man say good of
a man, then the backbiter says, "Faith, such or such
a man is better than he/' in disparagement of him
that men praise. The fifth form is this, to assent
gladly and listen gladly to the evil that folk speak of
others. This sin is a great one; and it grows according
to the wicked endeavours of the backbiter. After
backbiting comes grumbling or murmuring; and
sometimes it springs from impatience with God, and
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